Negative outcomes of intravascular therapy in infants and children.
Intravascular therapy is essential in the care of acutely ill infants and children, but it is not without risks. The purpose of this article is to discuss potential intravascular, extravascular, and systemic complications related to peripheral and central intravascular therapy in infants and children. The formation of thrombi, infiltration, and sepsis are the most common complications. Less common complications are phlebitis, arterial spasm, catheter retention, catheter embolus, air emboli, dysrhythmias, and hemorrhage. Financial implications of long-term negative outcomes and nursing liability are discussed, and a proposed standard of preventative nursing care for intravascular therapy is presented.